
ND STATE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
Minutes—August 29, 2003 

Conference call 
 
The State Board of Higher Education met August 29, 2003, via conference call.  The Board 
president called the meeting to order at 10:30 p.m. CT.  Members participating: 
 

Dr. Richard Kunkel, President Mr. Ralph Kingsbury 
Mr. Bruce I. Christianson, Vice President Mr. Chuck Stroup 
Mrs. Sue Andrews Mr. Phil Leitner 
Mrs. Beverly Clayburgh Ms. Ann Burnett, Faculty Advisor 

 
Presidents participating: 

Dr. Joe Chapman, NDSU Dr. Charles Kupchella, UND 
 
Staff members participating: 

Larry A. Isaak, Chancellor 
Mike Hillman, Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs 
Eddie Dunn, Vice Chancellor for Strategic Planning/Executive Director CTEC 
H.P. Seaworth, General Counsel/Executive Secretary 
Debra Anderson, Public Affairs Director 
Sheila Tibke, SBHE Administrative Secretary/Financial Aid Assistant 
Rebecca Duben, Secretary  

 
Chancellor Search 
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the process for the upcoming chancellor search.  Dr. 
Kunkel asked for a motion to accept Chancellor Isaak’s resignation. 
 
It was moved by Clayburgh, seconded by Andrews, to accept Chancellor Isaak’s resignation.  
Andrews, Clayburgh, Kingsbury, Stroup, Leitner, Christianson and Kunkel voted aye.  The 
motion carried. 
 
Chancellor Isaak received congratulations by Board members on his new position as President of 
the Midwest Higher Education Compact.  Chancellor Isaak said this is a new challenge that both 
he and Ruth are looking forward to.  He commended the Board for providing leadership during a 
time when the North Dakota University System is being recognized nationally as a model higher 
education system.     
 
Dr. Kunkel asked questions of the Board members on the composition of the search committee.   
 
It was moved by Kingsbury, seconded by Clayburgh, to authorize President Kunkel to appoint a 
chancellor search committee including three Board members, one faculty representative, one 
student representative, three presidents, one to two members from the private sector and one 
representative from the system office.  Andrews, Clayburgh, Kingsbury, Stroup, Leitner, 
Christianson and Kunkel voted aye.  The motion carried. 
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It was moved by Christianson, seconded by Andrews, to authorize hiring of a part-time staff 
person in the NDUS office for scheduling, arrangements, staffing, etc. for the search committee.  
Andrews, Clayburgh, Kingsbury, Stroup, Leitner, Christianson and Kunkel voted aye.  The 
motion carried.  Chancellor Isaak stated that the Board has contingency fund monies that could 
be used for this purpose.   
 
It was moved by Christianson, seconded by Clayburgh, to authorize the president and vice 
president to hire a search consultant for the chancellor position.  Andrews, Clayburgh, 
Kingsbury, Stroup, Leitner, Christianson and Kunkel voted aye.  The motion carried.  Ms. 
Clayburgh asked to insert a clause stating that the search consultant will not pursue the person 
selected for chancellor for other positions for a set period of time after the person is appointed.   
 
MiSU Presidential Search 
It was moved by Clayburgh, seconded by Andrews, to authorize the president and vice president 
to hire a search consultant for the president of Minot State University search.  Andrews, 
Clayburgh, Kingsbury, Stroup, Leitner, Christianson and Kunkel voted aye.  The motion carried.  
Mr. Christianson reported that an RFP is out and due back by September 10, 2003. 
 
It was moved by Kingsbury, seconded by Andrews, to approve the MiSU Presidential Search 
Committee members; however, if at any time a member becomes unavailable, that the president 
of the Board of Higher Education has the authority to appoint someone in their place (see list 
below).  Andrews, Clayburgh, Kingsbury, Stroup, Leitner, Christianson and Kunkel voted aye.  
The motion carried. 
 

MiSU Presidential Search Committee: 
Bruce I. Christianson, Chairman; SBHE Vice President 
Bev Clayburgh, SBHE member 
Dick Kunkel, SBHE President 
Phil Leitner, SBHE member 
Nancy Hall, MiSU VP Academic Affairs 
Gary Rabe, MiSU Assoc Prof & Pres-elect Faculty Senate 
Karen Donavan, MiSU Pres Staff Senate 
Travis Hanson, MiSU Student Body Pres 
Marlys Magnuson, MiSU Alumni Pres 
Jeff Campbell, Bottineau (Pres, Security State Bank) 
Ken Williams, Minot (Managing Partner, Brady Martz & Assoc) 
Ken Anderson, Minot (Exec VP, United Community Bank ND) 

 
Dr. Kunkel asked Chancellor Isaak to review changes to the September Board agenda.   
 
Mr. Stroup asked what is being done about the interim chancellor position.  President Kunkel 
reported that an individual was in mind but he would like to discuss this issue more at the 
September Board meeting.  Board members said the interim chancellor should not be eligible for 
the chancellor position. 
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Chancellor Isaak mentioned that the Roundtable is tentatively planning to meet on October 21, 
2003 in Bismarck. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:30 CT. 
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