
 
STATE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

Minutes – July 15-16, 1999 
Valley City, North Dakota 

 
 
The State Board of Higher Education met July 15-16, 1999, at the Victorian Charm Bed & 
Breakfast in Valley City for their annual retreat.  The president called the meeting to order at 
9:15 a.m.  Members present were: 
 

Jeanette Satrom, President Beverly Clayburgh 
Bill Isaacson, Vice President Craig Caspers 
Joe Peltier Bethany Andreasen, Faculty Representative 
John Korsmo  

 
Ryan Bernstein, Student Member, was absent. 
 
Presidents present were: 
 

Dr. Chuck Kupchella, UND Dr. Erik Shaar, MiSU/MiSU-BC 
Dr. Ellen Chaffee, MaSU/VCSU Garvin Stevens, UND-W 
Dr. Jerry Olson, NDSCS Dr. Joe Chapman, NDSU 
Dr. Sharon Etemad, UND-LR Dr. Lee Vickers, DSU 
Dave Clark, BSC, attended in place of Dr. Donna Thigpen. 

 
Dr. John Ettling, UND, attended both days and represented Dr. Kupchella on Friday, July 16, 
1999. 
 
Staff members present were: 
 

Larry A. Isaak, Chancellor 
Michel Hillman, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
Laura Glatt, Vice Chancellor for Administrative Affairs 
Eddie Dunn, Vice Chancellor for Strategic Planning/Executive Director, 

College Technical Education Council 
Grant Crawford, Chief Information Officer 
Sheila Tibke, Administrative Secretary 

 
Mr. Chet Nelson, Legislative Council, and Dr. Craig Schnell, NDSU, attended the meeting and 
Senator Dave Nething and Dr. Les Wong, VCSU, attended portions of the meeting. 
 
President Satrom welcomed Mr. John Korsmo, new Board member; and Drs. Kupchella, 
Vickers, and Chapman, new presidents at UND, DSU, and NDSU respectively.  She asked that 
the focus of this meeting be the goals and visions of the University System of the 21st Century. 
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Chancellor Isaak provided some background information on Mr. Bill Spady, facilitator for the 
Board Retreat and welcomed him to the meeting. 
 
 
NDUS for the 21st Century
Mr. Spady led the group in discussion for planning the NDUS for the 21st Century.  He reported 
that based upon his review of the information he received, the business of the NDUS could be 
learning advancement, knowledge production, economic development, opportunity enhancement 
(including quality of life improvement and personal success), and competence development.   
 
Mr. Spady said that learning advancement, knowledge production, and competence development 
go together.  They deal with the kind of learner we want to send out the door in the 21st Century.  
Opportunity enhancement makes sure that this happens for individuals and organizations.  He 
said, “the ultimate spill-over effect and benefit effect is going to come in economic development 
and in quality of life improvement.”   
 
Mr. Spady said that economic development is the real paradigm breaker, really outside of the 
box.  Learning advancement, knowledge production, and competence development is about 
transforming what has been in the box for the last century. 
 
The group devoted a major portion of the meeting discussing the implications of the future forces 
and trends on the University System. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. and reconvened July 16, 1999, at 7:45 a.m. 
 
Mr. Spady suggested drafting a mission statement that would capture the above five leading 
components (economic development, opportunity enhancement, learning advancement, 
knowledge production, and competence development) and then make a vision statement that says 
“how would we know one if we saw one if it were operating at its ideal best.”   
 
Following discussion, the group developed the following preliminary mission statement. 
 
Advancing opportunity, learning, and discovery for a thriving ND. 
Quality, responsiveness, value, and performance. 
 
Mr. Spady said that if you are going to get into the “advancing” business, you are going to be 
challenged to do things that you have not traditionally done. 
 
Senator Nething said that the interim Higher Ed Study will be a study of the NDUS as a 
System—not an institutional study within the System.  He indicated that they will talk about how 
to advance the University System to meet the needs of the State.  There will be no discussion 
about eliminating an institution, but may discuss other changes to the institutions.  The 
committee will be looking not only at the role of the Board of Higher Ed, legislature, and campus 
leaders but also of the general public perception of the University System moving into the next 
century. 
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Senator Nething said the initial roundtable will take place September 28-29, 1999, and will 
consist of 50 to 60 people (not yet selected) who are visionary and can talk about what the 
University System can do.  This first meeting will be led by one or two moderators and will be 
open discussion on their expectations.  The group will then break into five task forces led by the 
same moderator(s) and chaired by a member of the Interim Committee.  These meetings will take 
place between October 1999 and April 2000.  Another roundtable will then meet and put together 
recommendations for a legislative agenda.  He indicated that he would like to get more 
legislators involved in higher ed and input from the private sector is important.  He also said that 
we need to learn to communicate better with each other and our constituents. 
 
President Satrom challenged the members of the Board to take a course at one of the institutions 
this year.  She said she intends to.  She thanked Mr. Spady for keeping the group focused and 
getting them to this point.   
 
Chancellor Isaak said he would like to invite Mr. Spady back to meet with the NDUS staff to 
prepare a report summarizing the results of the retreat.  He also said he spoke with Mr. Chet 
Nelson and they agree it would be beneficial for the NDUS staff to meet with Legislative 
Council staff to discuss the process for the interim committee meetings. 
 
Mr. Korsmo said the NDUS should be thankful that Senator Nething is chairing the committee.  
His background with the legislature will be valuable. 
 
 

Consent Agenda 
 
Following discussion on consent agenda items two and three, it was moved by Mr. Peltier, 
seconded by Mr. Korsmo to approve consent agenda items one through three.  Mr. Peltier, Mrs. 
Clayburgh, Mr. Korsmo, Mr. Caspers, Mr. Isaacson, and Mrs. Satrom voted aye.  The motion 
carried. 
1. Authorized Minot State University to proceed with the central campus fire alarm system 

as described in the campus master plan (copy enclosed) and award construction contract 
to electric service in the amount of $149,400.  Funding will be the 1997-1999 Capital 
Improvements carry-over (estimated this spring to be $90,000) and the balance from the 
1997-1999 general fund carryover. 

 
2. Authorized the University of North Dakota to proceed with construction of the UND 

Bookstore.  Total cost is $4,500,000.  Sources of funding:  Bookstore reserves 
$3,300,000-$3,500,000 and Alumni loan $1,000,000-$1,200,000 

 
3. Approved the selection of Webster-Foster-Weston for engineering of repairs to the storm 

and sanitary sewer system at the University of North Dakota as a result of flood 
damage.  Estimated costs of $250,000 to over $2,000,000.  Source of funds:  FEMA 
$202,500-$1,080,000; FEMA match $22,500-$120,000; UND (non-flood) $25,000-
$800,000. 

 
- - - - - - - - - 
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Mr. Stevens presented a history of Williston State College.  It was moved by Mr. Caspers, 
seconded by Mrs. Clayburgh to put this history of Williston State College in the minutes as a 
permanent record.  Mr. Peltier, Mrs. Clayburgh, Mr. Korsmo, Mr. Caspers, Mr. Isaacson, and 
Mrs. Satrom voted aye.  The motion carried.  Exhibit A 
 

- - - - - - - - - 
 
Mr. Nelson said that the NDUS would have a chance to be deeply involved in the Interim Higher 
Ed Committee’s roundtable.  He urged that the NDUS do their homework prior to attending the 
roundtable.  Mr. Nelson, Chancellor Isaak, and Senator Nething will meet on August 5, 1999, to 
start preparing for the roundtable.  Mr. Nelson urged members of the Board and Cabinet to 
forward names to Chancellor Isaak of anyone that would be willing and eager to participate in 
this study.  He said that the members of the Board of Higher Education are considered part of the 
Committee. 
 

- - - - - - - - - 
 
Institutional Assignments 
President Satrom asked that if Board members have a preference which institution they would 
like to be assigned to that they let her know.  After she hears from all the Board members, she 
will distribute the list of assignments.  The campus presidents were also reminded that they need 
to contact the Board members assigned to their campus to arrange for the visit(s) and notify all 
Board members of the date and time in the event they are interested in attending also. 
 
Professional Development 
President Satrom distributed a schedule of professional development conferences.  All Board 
members are to review the list and let Chancellor Isaak know by mid-August which 
conference(s) he/she would like to attend.  Chancellor Isaak asked that everyone prioritize three 
choices. 
 

- - - - - - - - - 
 
President Satrom reported that Dr. Kupchella’s inauguration would take place on October 15, 
1999.   UND’s homecoming is October 14-16, 1999.  Dr. Chapman’s inauguration is May 4, 
2000, and Dr. Vicker’s date has not been set. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.  The next regular meeting of the State Board of Higher 
Education will be September 16-17, 1999, at the University of North Dakota. 
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