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EXPLANATION OF PUBLIC HEARING 
            

 
 
PURPOSE 
 
Public Hearings are held to inform the public of the proposed roadway improvements and to 
provide opportunity for interested parties to comment prior to completion of final plans. 
 
Public Hearings are open discussions of the project purpose and need and alternatives which 
are to be considered.  A summary of social, economic and environmental impacts are presented 
relative to the proposed improvements. 
 
 
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The proposed improvements presented have resulted from thoughtful consideration of 
engineering and economic factors, traffic projections and safety of all alternates considered.  
The final project concept report contains information relative to all alternatives proposed for the 
project. 
 
 
HEARING PROCEDURE 
 
The Public Hearing was held on January 26, 2009 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM in Room A101 at 
Grand Forks City Hall.  The Public Hearing was conducted in an open house format to allow 
attendees to review the project display boards and discuss individual concerns or questions on 
a one-on-one basis with project representatives.  Project representatives included staff 
members from the city of Grand Forks and CPS, Ltd.  
 
 
PUBLIC RECORD 
 
A registered professional reporter was available for attendees wanting to provide individual 
verbal comments as part of the public hearing transcript.  These comments may be found in the 
attached Appendix A.  Comment forms were available for written comments that would be 
included in the public hearing transcript.  Written comments that were received have been 
included in Appendix C. 
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 Affidavit of Publication      
            

 
 

Grand Forks Herald 
January 10, 2009 
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SOUTH 48TH STREET 
16TH AVENUE SOUTH 

TO 
32ND AVENUE SOUTH 

Proposed Project Would: 

♦ Facilitate the Expansion of the City’s Industrial Park — Provide Positive Economic Impacts and Employment Opportunities 
♦ Provide a Paved Connection Between Demers Avenue and 32nd Avenue South West of Interstate 29 
♦ Improve Congestion and Level of Service Along Existing Segment of South 48th Street 
♦ Provide Safer Pedestrian Access to the Industrial Park 
♦ Realign Legal Drain No. 9 to Allow Future Construction of 17th Avenue South 
♦ Provide the First Segment of the Overall Drainage System for the Future Development of the Area 

Between 17th Avenue South and Merrifield Road and Interstate 29 and BNSF Railway 
♦ Provide Improved Access for Extend Wheel Base Traffic Accessing South 48th Street 



SOUTH 48TH STREET 
16TH AVENUE SOUTH TO 32ND AVENUE SOUTH 

ALTERNATE A: No Build 
   
  Alternate A Provides No Improvements Within the Project Area 

♦ No Roadway Connectivity to the Industrial Park 
♦ Lack Drainage Plan for Future Southwestern Development 

 
 
 

ALTERNATE B: PCCP Roadway, Storm Sewer, Street Lighting & Aggregate Shared Use Path 

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT 
SOUTH 48TH STREET AND DEMERS AVENEUE 



INTERSTATE 29 & 32ND AVENUE SOUTH INTERCHANGE INTERSTATE 29 & DEMERS AVENUE INTERCHANGE 

OPTION 1:  SHARED USE PATH — PHASE II 

OPTION 2:  RAMP IMPROVEMENTS — 32ND AVENUE SOUTH AND DEMERS AVENUE AT INTERSTATE 29 INTERCHANGES 



OPTION 3 
OPEN CHANNEL  

DRAINAGE OPTION 

OPTION 4 
BOX CULVERT  

DRAINAGE OPTION 





♦ Financial Impacts to Properties Located 
 Within the Special Assessment District 

♦ Short-Term Increases in Dust Emissions and Exhaust 
During Construction Phase   

♦ Implement Erosion & Sediment Control 
 Devices and Reestablish Vegetation to 
 Protect Surface Water Quality 

♦ Corp of Engineers Section 404 Permit Required 
 For English Coulee Improvements  

♦ EPA and NDDH Phase II Water Quality Regulations 

♦ Prime Farmland Removed From Agricultural Use 
 

The following milestone dates represent tentative project 
schedule for upcoming tasks: 
 
♦ Final Project Concept Report:  March 2009 

♦ Final Plans:  September 2009 

♦ Bid Opening:  November 2009 

♦ Construction:  2010 Construction Season 

CONSTRUCTION COST (ESTIMATED) 
♦ ALTERNATE B — $6,100,000  

♦ OPTION 1 — $375,000 
SHARED USE PATH SURFACING 

♦ OPTION 2 — $85,000 
INTERSTATE 29 INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENTS 

♦ OPTION 3 — $2,000,000 
OPEN CHANNEL DRAINAGE OPTION 

♦ OPTION 4 — $4,700,000  
BOX CULVERT DRAINAGE OPTION 

 

FEDERAL PARTICIPATION 
♦ 80% of Eligible Project Construction Costs Funded 

Under Urban Roads Program 

♦ $7,000,000 Federal Funding Cap 
 

LOCAL PARTICIPATION 
♦ 20% of Project Construction Costs   

• Participating Items Would be 
Funded Through Local Funds 
and Special Assessments 
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List of Commenting Parties 
Public Hearing 

South 48th Street 
 

 
Mr. Beau Bateman 

 



26 January, 2009 
Public Hearing Comments

Construction of South 48th Street

Mike,

     Thanks for hosting the Public Hearing. It was beneficial to have the cost estimates and cross-
sectionals available at the meeting. 

DITCHES/CULVERTS

     Using box culverts instead of open ditching frees up an additional 12 acres for development and 
taxation. 

    It is likely that the current estimate of $200,000 per crossing (through the ditch) would be reduced if 
the land was left to grade above the buried culverts.

     Ditches are generally less safe than shoulders in the event of traffic accidents.

     The city could place the drainage structure on their side of South 48th and use the excavation 
material to build up the north end of the NE ¼ of Section 18; which was mined for material to fortify 
the 32nd Ave/ I-29 overpass many years ago.

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

     Tapping fees are an equitable method of recovering costs associated with this project.
We see little benefit agriculturally from the new road, and expect that the city will be more interested in 
developing their side of 48th Street first, to recover their investment. With the focus of GF Economic 
Development organizations on the east side, it is quite likely that west side development will be 
delayed and the carrying costs of specials would be prohibitive.

     As engineers, you would acknowledge the substantial increase in traffic on 48th which will come 
from the Industrial Park, and one would expect to see that reflected  in the assessment district.

     We appreciate the patience and expertise your company brought to the evening. It made for lively 
and informative discussion.

Beau Bateman
6500 32nd Ave South
Grand Forks ND  58201
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