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 EXPLANATION OF PUBLIC HEARING  
            

 
 
PURPOSE 
 
Public Hearings are held to inform the public of the proposed roadway improvements and to 
provide opportunity for interested parties to comment prior to completion of final plans. 
 
Public Hearings are open discussions of the project purpose and need and alternatives which 
are to be considered.  A summary of social, economic and environmental impacts are presented 
relative to the proposed improvements. 
 
 
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The proposed improvements presented have resulted from thoughtful consideration of 
engineering and economic factors, traffic projections and safety of all alternates considered.  
The final project concept report contains information relative to all alternatives considered and 
those proposed for the project. 
 
 
HEARING PROCEDURE 
 
The Public Hearing was held on January 20, 2009 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM in Room A101 at 
Grand Forks City Hall.  The Public Hearing was conducted in an open house format to allow 
attendees to review the project display boards and discuss individual concerns or questions on 
a one-on-one basis with project representatives.  Project representatives included staff 
members from the city of Grand Forks, CPS, Ltd. and SRF Consulting Group, Inc. 
 
 
PUBLIC RECORD 
 
A registered professional reporter was available for attendees wanting to provide individual 
verbal comments as part of the public hearing transcript.  These comments may be found in the 
attached Appendix A.  Comment forms were available for written comments that would be 
included in the public hearing transcript.  Written comments that were received have been 
included in Appendix C. 
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 Affidavit of Publication      
            

 
 

Grand Forks Herald 
January 3, 2009 
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Transcript of Public Hearing 

 

















Meeting Participant 
Summary of Discussions 

 

Discussion between Mike Korman (CPS) and Paul Krueger (619 19th Avenue South) 

Mr. Krueger asked several questions in regard to the road improvement projects that were done in the area 
as part of the flood control projects.  Mr. Krueger stated that during the construction of the flood control 
project there was a lot of construction equipment that utilized Cherry Street which accelerated the 
deterioration of the roadway.  He felt that some of the flood control project funds should be used to offset 
the local costs of the reconstruction of the street.   

Mr. Korman responded that federal dollars will pay for approximately 80% of the construction of the 
project.  The City has also paid for the preliminary engineering phase of the project to date.  The 
combination of the two will significantly reduce the amount of the project that will be special assessed to 
properties within the special assessment district.  There are no flood protection project funds available for 
the reconstruction of the street. 

Mr. Krueger asked when and how the special assessment district will be created.  Mr. Korman responded 
that the special assessment district for classified streets typically extends half the distance to the next 
classified street.  The special assessment district for this project has not been approved by the City 
Council yet.  It is anticipated that the special assessment district will be approved by the City Council in 
mid to late summer of 2009.  After the special assessment district is created all property owners within the 
special assessment district will be notified by mail as to what their estimated special assessment cost 
would be. 

Mr. Krueger said that he was in favor of the project and realizes that the road needs to be reconstructed 
but wanted his special assessment to be as small as possible.  He did appreciate that the City was paying 
for some of the engineering costs and utilizing federal funding for a large portion of the project. 

 

Discussion between Mike Korman (CPS) and Doris and Derril Bring (715 Park Drive) 

Mr. and Mrs. Bring asked what their special assessment costs would be.  Mr. Korman stated that the 
special assessment district had not been created yet and that we were in the preliminary engineering phase 
of the project at the current time and could not provide them with their special assessment cost at this 
time.  The special assessment district is expected to be approved by the City Council in mid to late 
summer of 2009.  At that time the City would send them a letter stating what their estimated special 
assessment cost would be.  Mr. Korman went on to explain that there are federal dollars that will pay for 
approximately 80% of the construction of the project and that the City is paying for the preliminary 
engineering of the project which help in reducing the amount of the project that will be special assessed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bring agree that the project needs to be done however they were not in favor of being 
special assessed for the improvements. 
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Meeting Display Boards 

 



 

CHERRY STREET 
17TH AVENUE SOUTH 

TO 
25TH AVENUE SOUTH 

♦ Improvements Would:  

Δ Correct Pavement Deficiencies 

Δ Prolong Roadway Life 

Δ Improve Ride Quality  

Δ Update Pedestrian Facilities to Meet ADA Requirements 

Δ Update Street Lighting System to Meet Standards  

Δ Update Street Signs to Meet MUTCD Standards 

♦ Original Pavement Constructed in 
Mid 1950’s 

♦ Existing Pavement Deficiencies: 

Δ Alligator and Block Cracking 

Δ Subgrade Failure 

Δ Poor Ride Quality 

Δ Non Compliant Pedestrian Facilities 



Alternate A:  No Build 
   
  Alternate A would provide no improvements to Cherry Street 
 
 
Alternate B:  37’ Urban Section (Reconstruction) 

 

Alternate B:  (Not Shown on Typical Section) 
♦ Alley Approach Pavement Reconstruction 
♦ ADA Sidewalk Through Alley Crossing 
♦ ADA Sidewalk Ramps at Street Intersections 

CONSTRUCTION COST 

♦ $1,555,000 (Estimated) 

 

FEDERAL PARTICIPATION 

♦ 80% of Eligible Project Costs Funded 
Under Urban Roads Program 

♦ $1,440,000 Federal Funding Cap 

 

LOCAL PARTICIPATION 

♦ 20% of Project Construction Costs   

• Additionally All Costs in Excess of the Federal Funding 
Cap, Including Non-Participating Items Would be 
Locally Funded 

• City of Grand Forks  
• Special Assessments 

∗ Special Assessment District  Scheduled to be Finalized Mid to 
Late Summer 2009  

∗ Property Owners Would Receive Notification of Their 
Estimated Special Assessment Cost 



The following milestone dates represent  
tentative project schedule for upcoming tasks: 
 
♦ Final Project Concept Report:  January 2009 

♦ Final Plans:  September 2009 

♦ Bid Opening:  November 2009 

♦ Project Construction:  2010 Construction Season 

Appropriate measures implemented to minimize  
temporary impacts from construction activities 

♦ Normal travel routes disrupted. 

♦ Alternate transportation routes provided by project 

detour routes.   

♦ Residents adjacent to the project would experience 

interruption in accessing their properties. 

♦ Pedestrians and bicyclists unable to utilize           

sidewalks and Cherry Street.  

♦ Financial impacts to properties located 

within the special assessment district. 

♦ Short-term increases in dust emissions and exhaust 

during construction phase.   

♦ Construction vehicles 

would cause temporary   

increases in noise levels 

near the projects site. 

♦ No anticipated changes to drainage patterns. 

♦ Implement erosion and sediment control devices and replant           

disturbed vegetated areas to protect surface water quality. 
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List of Commenting Parties 
Public Hearing 
Cherry Street 

 
 
Mr. Jerry Moran 
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