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Summary of Public Hearing  

Representatives from Kadrmas, Lee, & Jackson (KL&J), the City of Bismarck, and the North Dakota 
of Transportation (NDDOT) conducted a Public Hearing on January 28, 2010 at Shiloh Christian 
School from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Adjacent landowners were mailed a postcard inviting them to the 
public hearing. A legal display advertisement announcing the public hearing was published in the 
local paper (Bismarck Tribune) 16 days prior to the hearing. In addition, local radio and television 
stations received a press release seven days prior to the public hearing.  

The public hearing was conducted as an open house with exhibits for viewing from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. with a formal presentation at 6:00 p.m. Exhibits illustrating the proposed alternatives were 
displayed. At the conclusion of the formal presentation, the floor was open for public comments and 
questions. The public was invited to make comments, ask questions, and express their views. A 
copy of the sign-in sheet and public hearing handout is included in the Transcript of Public Hearing 
Document.

The comment session was transcribed by a Registered Merit Reporter. Comment cards were also 
available for written comments. There were a total of 70 people that attended the meeting and there 
were 12 citizens that commented and were recorded during the meeting. At the conclusion of the 18 
day comment period, 16 comments were received from the public. A copy of comments received 
from the Public Hearing is attached to the Transcript of Public Hearing Document. A copy of the 
Official Transcript is included in the Transcript of Public Hearing Document.  
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NEWS RELEASE 

Release Date:  January 21, 2010 

For more information: 
Troy Ripplinger P.E., Project Manager 
Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson, Inc. 
(701) 355-8435 

Title:  Public Hearing to be held on Thursday, January 28 to 
discuss proposed improvements to East Century 
Avenue and Centennial Road in Bismarck 

Begin News Release: 

A Public Hearing will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 28, 2010 at Shiloh Christian School, 1915 
Shiloh Drive, Bismarck. The Public Hearing will use an open 
house format with a formal presentation at 6:00 p.m.

The purpose of this Public Hearing is to discuss proposed 
improvements to East Century Avenue (between Hamilton 
Street and Centennial Road) and Centennial Road (between 
Trenton Drive and Jericho Road) in northeast Bismarck.  The 
Public Hearing will provide an opportunity for public input. 
Representatives from ND Department of Transportation, City 
of Bismarck, and Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson will be present to 
answer questions. The project is currently scheduled for 
construction in 2011.

If unable to attend the Public Hearing, written statements or 
comments must be mailed by February 15, 2010 to Troy 
Ripplinger, Project Manager; Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson; 128 
Soo Line Drive; Bismarck, ND 58501 or email: 
troy.ripplinger@kljeng.com with "Public Hearing" in the 
subject heading.



People with disabilities who plan to attend the meeting and 
need special arrangements should contact Seng Marohl, 
Urban Roads Program Engineer, Local Government Division 
before the meeting. Phone: 701-328-4449   TTY : 701-328-
4156

For more information about the project, please visit 
www.bismarckstreets.com.
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PROJECT SCHEDULE

Hearing
PublicProject Time Line

Activity 2010 2011

Environmental Clearance
Design, Permitting, & Right of Way Acquisition

Bid Opening
Construction

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

This is the last of two public meetings planned for the project. These meetings are intended to gather data 
and information from the public and provide periodic updates to the public on the progress of the project. 
Specifically, the purpose of today’s meeting is to solicit participation from the public and interested parties 
regarding the proposed improvements to East Century Avenue and Centennial Road.

We hope that this open house is informative and useful to you. Thank you for your interest in the proposed 
East Century Avenue and Centennial Road project.

Written statements or comment about this project must be mailed by February 15, 2010,, to:
 
 Troy Ripplinger, PE,  Project Manager
 Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson, Inc.
 128 Soo Line Drive
 Bismarck, ND 58501
 (701) 355-8400
 Email: troy.ripplinger@kljeng.comtroy.ripplinger@kljeng.com
  Note: “Public Hearing” in the subject heading.
 For more information about the project, please visit www.bismarckstreets.comwww.bismarckstreets.com
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PROJECT BACKGROUND AND DESCRIPTION

On behalf of the city of Bismarck, Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson, Inc. is conducting a preliminary engineering and 
environmental study on improvements to East Century Avenue and Centennial Road. The proposed project 
would reconstruct East Century Avenue between Hamilton Street and Centennial Road, and Centennial 
Road between Trenton Drive and Jericho Road in northeast Bismarck. Environmental clearance for East 
Century Avenue was obtained under the June 2005, Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) & March 2005 
Environmental Assessment (EA).  

The roadway section constructed in 2007 on East Century Avenue is planned to be extended from Hamilton 
Street to Centennial Road. The proposed improvements on East Century Avenue have been designed on 
the previous project with the exception of the frontage roads. Therefore, the focus of the environmental 
document and this meeting will be the improvements on Centennial Road and the proposed frontage roads 
along East Century Avenue.

PURPOSE AND NEED OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide for the safe and efficient movement of people and 
commerce. The need for the proposed reconstruction of Centennial Road is driven by a number of 
deficiencies along the project corridor. These include roadway deficiencies, safety, and capacity.

THE PROJECT ALTERNATIVES AND OPTIONS 

• Alternative A: No Build

• Alternative B: Build Alternative. The following improvements are included in the build alternative:
 Reconstruct East Century from Hamilton Street to Yorktown Drive. Proposed improvements 

include a 5-lane concrete roadway with lighting, shared-use path, storm sewer, and frontage 
road improvements.

 Reconstruct Centennial Road from Trenton Drive to Jericho Road. Proposed improvements 
include a 5-lane concrete section with permanent traffic signals at the intersection of 
Trenton Drive/Centennial Road and East Century Avenue/Centennial Road. Sidewalks, 
shared-use path, storm sewer, and lighting are also included.

• Frontage road improvements along East Century Avenue would include one of the options for 
each of the following locations:

 Options 1.A.1 or 1.A.2 – Northwest Contracting Frontage Road
 Options 1.B.1 or 1.B.2 – Miller Insulation Frontage Road
 Options 1.C.1 or 1.C.2 or 1.C.3 – Harlow’s Frontage Road

• Intersection Improvements at Yorktown Drive
 Option 2.A – Raised Median
 Option 2.B – Flush Median
 Option 2.C – Raised Median with U-turn

• Additional Right Turn Lanes
 Option 3.A – Centennial/East Century WB Right Turn Lane
 Option 3.B – Centennial/East Century SB Right Turn Lane
 Option 3.C – Centennial/Chatham SB Right Turn Lane

• Noise Abatement Walls
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TRAFFIC NOISE

HOW IS TRAFFIC NOISE MEASURED?

Traffic noise is measured using a computer modeling 
system that takes into account the following   
criteria:

• Number of vehicles on the road

• Types of vehicles (for example, percentage of cars 
versus trucks)

• Speed limit

• Distance to adjacent properties

• Type of ground surface (for example, pavement 
versus grass)

Noise levels are modeled for the existing conditions 
as well as for the projected future conditions. Future 
conditions are based on expected future traffic through 
the design year of a project–in this case 2035.

WHEN IS TRAFFIC NOISE CONSIDERED A 
PROBLEM?

The Federal Highway Administration and North 
Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) have 
guidelines for identifying traffic noise impacts and 
possible noise abatement measures. According to 
these guidelines, a traffic noise impact can occur in 
two ways. (1) when noise levels are unacceptably high 
(absolute level), or (2) when a proposed project would 
substantially increase the existing noise environment. 
The NDDOT guidelines states that traffic noise would 
occur under one of the following conditions: 

1) if traffic generated noise levels exceed the NDDOT’s 
absolute noise level threshold, or 2) if traffic generated 
noise increases more than 10 dBA (decibels) as a result 
of the proposed project. Absolute level thresholds 
depend on the land use of the properties adjacent to 
the road.

IS TRAFFIC NOISE A PROBLEM?

Traffic noise is not considered a problem here today. 
Noise modeling has shown that the existing noise 
conditions are below absolute levels for the land use 
types along Centennial Road. However, future traffic 
noise is expected to exceed absolute thresholds by the 
design year 2035 at the 24 residences southeast of the 
East Century Avenue/Centennial Road intersection. 
Future noise levels are not projected to exceed the 
absolute level threshold at any other location within the 
study area.

WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT IT?

Construction of a noise barrier was considered to 
provide noise abatement. Different construction 
materials for the wall were evaluated, including: 
wood planking, masonry block, and concrete. Given 
the space constraints, provision of a barrier wall is 
the only realistic method of reducing noise levels 
for the properties adjacent to Centennial Road. 
Preliminary modeling shows that a wall would need to 
be approximately 13 feet tall to provide the desired 
reduction in noise levels. 
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WILL A NOISE BARRIER BE BUILT HERE?

The NDDOT has a system for determining whether 
noise abatement would be both feasible and reasonable 
at the locations where the noise impacts were 
identified.

Feasibility primarily deals with engineering 
considerations. The following are some of the factors 
that may be considered in determining feasibility of 
abatement construction: can a barrier be built given 
the topography of the location; can a substantial noise 
reduction be achieved given certain access, drainage, 
safety, or maintenance requirements; are there other 
noise sources present in the area, etc.

The following factors will be analyzed to determine 
whether it would be reasonable to install a noise barrier 
at needed locations:

• Amount of noise reduction that a wall would provide

• Number of properties benefited

• Cost of abatement

• Views of impacted residents

• Aesthetics

• Absolute noise levels

• Change in noise levels

• Development along the existing roadway

• Environmental impacts of abatement construction

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

Public comments regarding noise abatement will be 
considered in the NDDOT’s reasonableness of noise 
abatement determination. We are requesting your 
comments regarding noise impacts and abatement. 
Comment cards have been provided. 

HOW DOES A NOISE BARRIER WORK?

Noise reaching a barrier will do one of four things: be 
absorbed into the wall, transmitted through the wall, 
reflect off the wall, or diffracted (bent) up and over the 
wall. 

Cars and light trucks emit higher noise frequencies 
than heavy trucks. Noise barriers diffract higher noise 
frequencies better than lower frequencies. For this 
reason, noise barriers are more effective on roadways 
with more car traffic and less heavy truck traffic.

The existing and projected future traffic on Centennial 
Road are predominantly cars and light trucks. Heavy 
trucks comprise about 4% to 6% of traffic on this 
corridor, depending on location. Existing noise level are 
estimated to range from 60-63 dBA and future noise 
levels are projected to be in the 65-66 dBA range.

NOISE LEVELS FOR COMMON ACTIVITIES

Environmental Noise Decibel
Jet Engine at 100 ft. 140 dBA
Gas mower at 3 ft. 107 dBA
Snowmobile, Motorcycle 100 dBA
Train whistle at 500 ft. 90 dBA
Food Blender at 3 ft. 90 dBA
Telephone dial tone 80 dBA
Vacuum Cleaner at 10 ft. 70 dBA
Normal conversation (3-5 ft.) 60-70 dBA
Dishwasher in next room 50 dBA
Watch Ticking 30 dBA
Rustling Leaves 10 dBA
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Jill Frohlich

From: ryan_79_97@yahoo.com
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2010 10:40 AM
To: rob.kremers@kljeng.com; troy.ripplinger@kljeng.com
Subject: Century and Centennial road improvements (East Century & Centennial Road Improvements 

Web)

I understand that inprovements need to be made on this street.  What I can't agree with is you will no longer be able to make 
a left turn coming out of our development.  I understand we can leave by going out by Clark, (but with no stop light there that 
is almost impossible)  But i also understand that putting a light there is probably not the best thought.  I also realize the going 
through century park is an option but if I'm right that is basicallly private and with the extra traffic on those roads the owners 
can't be very happy about that.  The only logical choice is to shorted the bariar to allow access to make a left turn from our 
development.  I am not sure what impact this will have on our development, but I can't imagine it will be positive. 


