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Did you know that …. 
 

 according to North Dakota 
Century Code 54-24-03, one of 
the State Library’s top priorities is 
to serve the needs of other state 
agencies? 

 
 the State Library can assist your agency with 

information ranging anywhere from answering a 
simple reference question to doing specialized 
research? 

 
 the State Library offers electronic access to major 

national and international newspapers, popular 
magazines, academic journals, business resources, 
and reference sources? 

 
 the State Library can locate and acquire materials 

for you that we do not own? 
 

 the State Library makes it a priority to provide 
training on ODIN, the statewide library catalog, and 
the electronic newspaper and journal databases? 

 
 the State Library offers services to house and 

manage your agency’s periodicals? 
 

 the State Library offers services to catalog, barcode, 
and maintain your agency’s in-house collection, 
making inventory and searching possible? 

 
 all of these services are offered at no cost to you or 

your agency? 
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North Dakota State Library 

Administration ............................ (701) 328-2492      
 
Information Services .................  (701) 328-4622 
 
 Toll-Free ................................  1-800-472-2104 
 
Fax ..........................................  (701) 328-2040 
 
Disability Services .....................  (701) 328-1408 
 
 Toll-Free ................................  1-800-843-9948 
 
Dakota Radio Information Service (701) 328-4189 
 
 TDD (local) .............................  (701) 328-4923 
 
 TDD (Toll-Free) ......................  1-800-892-8622 
 
NDSL Web Page ..........  http://ndsl.lib.state.nd.us 
 
 
 
 
 

Training 
For training call 1-800-472-2104 

or 
(701) 328-4622 



PERIODICALS 
 

The State Library is able to assist you with 
managing your periodicals. You may 
donate back issues of periodicals to the 
State Library after they are no longer 
being used by your agency. The State 
Library adds the titles to ODIN, barcodes 
each issue, and houses them at the State 
Library. They are then accessible to not only the donating 
agency, but to other state agencies and residents of North 
Dakota.  
 
(Note: In some cases, the issues will be offered to other 
North Dakota libraries and retrieved for you through 
interlibrary loan.) 
 

North Dakota  
Librarians… 
The Ultimate 

Search Engines 
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 The State Library is always looking for new ways to 
 improve services to state agencies. You are top priority!    
 Please let us know if there is any way we can better serve   
 you. 

SERVICES TO STATE AGENCIES 
 
The State Library currently serves North Dakota state  
agencies in three ways: reference services, cataloging  
services, and management of your periodicals. Each of 
these avenues of service will be discussed in detail in order 
to help you, as a state employee, understand how to best 
take advantage of our services to make your work day just 
a little easier. 
 

REFERENCE SERVICES 
 
The informational needs of each state agency are unique, 
so we are willing to cater to the needs of each one. We 
want you to think of the reference staff at the State Library 
as your personal information center. Requests are usually 
filled on a first-come, first-serve basis; however, the North  
Dakota State Library will give top priority to state  
employees with work related information needs. We will do 
our best to answer any reference question or assist you in 
your research in any way we can. 
 

MAGAZINE AND NEWSPAPER DATABASES 
 
The State Library and other libraries across the state have 
made a cooperative effort to pay the subscription fee for 
the right to have access to these two electronic databases: 
EBSCOhost®, the research database; and ProQuest®, the 
newspaper database.  
 
EBSCOhost® is an online reference system accessible via  
the Internet. It offers a variety of full-text databases from 
leading information providers. It also incorporates  
thousands of magazines and journal articles, many of which 
are full-text. The database types range from general  
reference collections to subject-specific databases. 
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ProQuest® contains citations and full-text of some of the  
major newspapers from across the country and around the 
world, including The Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, 
New York Times, Minneapolis Star Tribune, The Jakarta Post, 
Toronto Star, and The Times London. The articles from all of 
the newspapers can be searched, read, and printed from your 
own computer. 
 

OTHER DATABASES AVAILABLE 
 
In addition to the EBSCOhost® and the ProQuest® 
databases, other electronic resources available in North 
Dakota include: eLibrary and eLibrary Elementary, 
Discovering Collection, InfoTrac Student Edition, InfoTrac 
Junior Edition, and InfoTrac KidsBits. 

 

ACCESSING THE DATABASES 
 

 To access these resources, go to the   
 State Library home page at  
 h t t p : / / n d s l . l i b . s t a t e . n d . u s  
 and click on Online Library Resources.  
 You will need the barcode number  
 from your State Library card and your  
 password. If you do not have a library  

card, you can get one by filling out the online application 
form on the State Library home page or visiting the State 
Library in person. 
 

STATE EMPLOYEE LIBRARY ORIENTATION 
 
This orientation includes a tour of the State Library collection 
and an introductory course on using the ODIN catalog and 
the Online Library Resources. It is open to all state  
employees, at no cost to the employee or agency. Training is 
provided by the State Library staff and notice of  
upcoming sessions is advertised on the state government 
e-mail list. 

TRAINING 
 

 The State Library provides training on   
 the Online Dakota Information Network  
 (ODIN) catalog, as well as the Online   
 Library Resources. Training sessions 
 can take place either at the North 
Dakota State Library or onsite at your 
agency. Sessions may also be planned 

in advance at an offsite location. There is no cost for this  
training. 

 
CATALOGING SERVICES 

 
The State Library offers cataloging and collection 
maintenance services to agencies that may have a collection 
of books, videos, periodicals, etc. A cataloger at the State 
Library adds the titles that your agency owns to ODIN, the  
Statewide Online Catalog. This allows staff and the citizens 
of North Dakota to see what materials your library owns. 
 
Each agency is able to specify how their materials are 
barcoded and labeled. The agency also specifies how their 
materials are made available to North Dakota residents. The 
ODIN system has a circulation system available for those 
agencies that would like the ability to check out their own 
materials to members of its staff. Each agency is allowed to 
set its own policies on circulation periods, fines, overdues, 
renewals, etc., giving your agency full control over its library. 
 
Once initial cataloging is complete, the agency informs the 
State Library cataloger of new items that they have added to 
their collection, and the cataloger adds it to the ODIN 
catalog. The cataloger can also assist the agency with 
periodic inventories of your items if desired. These services 
are performed at no cost to your agency. 
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