
 
All North Dakotans enjoy good health free from chronic disease. 

           Division of  
          Chronic Disease 

North Dakota Department of Health 
Community Health Section 

To improve the health and quality of life for North Dakotans who have 
chronic diseases by promoting healthy behaviors, supporting health-care 
improvement measures, developing community policies and practices 
and increasing disease risk awareness. 

Programs within the division include: 

Diabetes Prevention and Control Program:  
Supports diabetes prevention, early diagnosis and disease management by working with 
communities, health professionals and health systems in the areas of policy, quality  
improvement and education. 
 

 
 
 

 
Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention Program:  
Works to reduce disease, disability and death related to heart disease, stroke and  
related risk factors through collaborative efforts among public and private sector  
partners. 
State Stroke Registry - Provides grants to local hospitals to improve acute stroke care 
through adherence to evidence-based guidelines, quality improvement activities, train-
ing, technical assistance and community education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System:  
Tracks health conditions and risk behaviors in the United States and North Dakota via 
the world’s largest, on-going telephone health survey system, yearly since 1984. 
 
 
 
 
Healthy People 2010: 
Provides a framework for health objectives designed to identify the most significant 
preventable health conditions and to establish national and state goals to reduce these 
threats.   

Division Staff: 
 
Division Director 
Sherri Paxon 
 
 
Diabetes Prevention and 
Control Program 
Sherri Paxon 
Program Director 
 
 
Heart Disease and Stroke 
Prevention Program 
Susan Mormann 
Program Director 
 
 
Behavioral Risk Factor  
Surveillance System  
Melissa Parsons 
Program Director 
 
 
Healthy People 2010 
Kathy Moum 
Program Director 
 
 
Epidemiology 
Kathy Moum 
Melissa Parsons 
Alice Musumba 
 
 
Support Staff 
Carleen Scherr 
Joni Steinke 
Administrative Assistants 
 
 
 

Mission: 

Vision: 



Diabetes Prevention and Control Program:  
• North Dakota Diabetes Care Provider Report - Monitor diabetes care utilizing a unique public-private 
 partnership between the Diabetes Prevention & Control Program and Blue Cross Blue Shield of North  
 Dakota.  

  
• Dakota Diabetes Coalition - Assessment and planning for diabetes prevention, access, technology and 
 funding initiatives is accomplished by the Dakota Diabetes Coalition. Formed in 2005, coalition members 
 participate on priority teams, share successes and receive input addressing challenges in diabetes prevention 
 and control. 

 
Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention Program:  

• Collaboration - Coordinate and collaborate with other state programs and organizations on projects and 
 health initiatives to improve cardiovascular health and related risk factors. 

 
• State Plan - Serve as the lead agency in the development of a comprehensive state plan for heart disease 
and stroke prevention with emphasis on education, population-based strategies, policy, and systems change. 
 

    
Epidemiology, Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System and Healthy People 2010:  

• Surveillance. Manage and analyze data to assess disease prevalence, incidence, and impact. 
 
• Evaluation. Monitor and evaluate program progress and effectiveness by using program performance  
 indicators. 
 
• Data Dissemination. Respond to requests for data from the public and partners. Distribute data via  
 reports, fact sheets, presentations, and websites. 
 
• Collaboration. Assist partners with using data for research, community engagement, quality 

improvement, and program evaluation projects. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Health Equity: 
The Division of Chronic Disease promotes the elimination of health disparities based on age, gender, race and 

ethnicity, income and education, disability, rural locality and sexual orientation. Our goal is to identify culturally 
appropriate actions to promote health within these priority populations. 

Contact Information: 
North Dakota Department of Health 
Community Health Section 
Division of Chronic Disease 
600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 301 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0200 
Phone: 701.328.2367 
Toll-Free: 800.280.5512 
Fax: 701.328.2036 
www.ndhealth.gov/chronicdisease/ Last revised on: 

12-21-09 
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