A Community Vision and Assessment

[Name of Library, Name of Community]



Community Vision Statement

[If your community has a vision statement, enter it here]



Community Demographics


Population

How many people live in your community? (If your library serves a significant number of people in neighboring communities, you may wish to keep two sets of population numbers here, one that includes only those within your legal service area and another that includes people in neighboring communities.)


How is this number of people projected to be different in 5 years? (See the Census Quick Facts http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/38000.html and the Commerce Department http://www.commerce.nd.gov/census/population/).


Population by Age

	Age
	Now
	In 5 years

	Less than 5 years old
	
	

	5-14
	
	

	15-19
	
	

	20-24
	
	

	25-64
	
	

	65 and older
	
	


(Data available from American FactFinder:  http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml and Census Quick Facts: http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/38000.html).



Ethnic Makeup

What ethnic groups are represented in your community? (Data is available from American FactFinder under selected social characteristics and under demographic and housing estimates: http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml).


Languages Spoken

What languages are spoken in the homes of the people in your community? (Some data is available from American FactFinder under selected social characteristics: http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml).


Single-Family Households

How many single-family households are there in your community? (Data is available from American FactFinder under selected social characteristics: http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml).


Seasonal Population 

Does your community’s population change widely during different seasons? If yes, describe those shifts. What seasons show the most change? +/- how many people in your community?



Employment & Income


Largest Employers

Who are your community’s three largest employers? What do they do? How many people do they employ? How is this likely to be different in 5 years?

	Largest Employer:

	Employs how many people:
	

	What do they make/do?
	

	In five years:
	

	2nd Largest Employer:

	Employs how many people:
	

	What do they make/do?
	

	In five years:
	

	3rd Largest Employer:

	Employs how many people:
	

	What do they make/do?
	

	In five years:
	




Major Industries

What are the major industries in your community (if different from major employers listed above)? What do they do? How many people do they employ? How is this likely to be different in 5 years?

	Name:

	Employees how many people:
	

	What do they make/do?
	

	In 5 years:
	

	Name:

	Employees how many people:
	

	What do they make/do?
	

	In 5 years:
	




Unemployment

What percentage of your community is unemployed? (The Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Local Area Unemployment site has the most current data on this: http://www.bls.gov/lau/).


Median Family Income
What is the median family income in your community? (Current data is available from American FactFinder under selected economic characteristics: http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml).


Families Below the Poverty Line

What percent of the families in your community have incomes that are below the poverty line? (Current data is available from American FactFinder under selected economic characteristics: http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml).



Education


Schools in the Community

How many public and private schools are in your community? List the number of each type of school.

	Type of School
	Public
	Private

	Preschools
	
	

	Elementary Schools
	
	

	Middle/Junior High Schools
	
	

	High Schools
	
	

	Vocational/technical
	
	

	Community Colleges
	
	

	Colleges/Universities
	
	


(If not known, this data is available from www.city-data.com).


Other Libraries in the Community

What other libraries are there in your community? Place a check mark by each type of library in your community and indicate how many of that type of library there are.

	Check
	Type of Library
	How Many

	
	Elementary School
	

	
	Junior High/Middle School
	

	
	High School
	

	
	Vocational Technical
	

	
	Community College
	

	
	College or University
	

	
	Hospital/Medical
	

	
	Law
	

	
	Special
	

	
	Other
	




Home Schooling Families

Approximately how many home schooling families are there in your community (data available from NDSL Field Services)?


Level of Education

What percentages of the people in your community age 25 and older meet the following levels of education?

	Education Level
	Percentage 


	Less than H.S. diploma or GED

	

	High school graduate or GED

	

	Some college, no degree

	

	Associate’s degree

	

	Bachelor’s degree

	

	Graduate or professional degree

	


(Data available from American FactFinder’s selected social characteristics: http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml).



Information Sources


Where do people in your community get their information? Place a check mark by each source of information available locally. Then indicate how many of each of the information sources are available. (Example: 3 newspapers available)

	Information Source
	Available Locally
	How Many ?

	Local Newspapers
	
	

	Local Radio Stations
	
	

	Local Television Stations
	
	

	Bookstores
	
	

	Video Stores
	
	

	Music Stores
	
	

	Local Community Access Cable
	
	

	Internet Service Providers (ISPs)
	
	

	Other (community organizations, etc.)
	
	




Which of the information sources (above) provide information in languages other than English?



Community Services & Organizations


Social Service Providers

How many social service providers are located in your community?

	Service
	Number
	Names

	Nursing homes (extended care)
	
	

	Day-care centers
	
	

	Shelters/halfway houses/drug treatment centers
	
	

	Youth and recreation centers
	
	

	Others
	
	




Organizations

List the types of organizations and estimate the number of the organizations in your community (service groups, clubs, etc.)

	Organization Type
	Number in Community

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





Date of Assessment:	
6

